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her professional life as well as her work with 
children, families, staff and community stake-
holders. 

Asneth attended and graduated magna cum 
laude with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Behavioral Science from Mercy College. She 
continued her studies at Teachers College of 
Columbia University where she earned a Mas-
ter of Arts Degree in Social and Organizational 
Psychology. Her love of learning propelled Ms. 
Council to return to Long Island University 
where she completed a second Master’s De-
gree in Public Administration in May 2007. 
She is presently enrolled in Doctoral Studies 
with a concentration in Industrial and Organi-
zational Psychology. 

Starting at the Joseph DiMarco Head Start 
program where she worked with children and 
their families, she continued working in Head 
Start by setting up a joint Head Start program 
with Broadway Housing and Center for Urban 
Community Services. 

In December 2005, Asneth Sydonnie Coun-
cil joined the Police Athletic League where she 
was quickly promoted from Deputy Director to 
the Director of Head Start programs and in 
August of 2007, was promoted to her current 
position as Director of Childcare and Nutrition. 
Moreover, Ms. Council is also a member of 
the Police Athletic League Strategic Planning 
Committee. 

Ms. Council and her husband, Herbert, are 
celebrating seven years of marriage and are 
the proud parents of five children who con-
tinue to excel in their educational pursuits. 
Keeping with the tradition of her family’s 
motto, Asneth also believes that ‘‘every indi-
vidual is important and has something to 
offer.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am very pleased to 
honor Asneth Sydonnie Council for her impor-
tant role, her unwavering dedication and valu-
able contributions on behalf of young children. 
She is selfless and gives all of her heart to the 
very young who need her compassion the 
most. 
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Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Stephanie Morrow of Blue 
Springs, Missouri. Stephanie is a very special 
young woman who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica, and earning the most prestigious award of 
Girl Scout Gold Award. 

Stephanie has been very active with her 
troop, participating in many scout activities. In 
order to receive the prestigious Gold Award, 
Stephanie has completed all seven require-
ments that promote community service, per-
sonal and spiritual growth, positive values and 
leadership skills. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Stephanie Morrow for her 
accomplishments with the Girl Scouts of 
America and for her efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Girl Scout Gold 
Award. 
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Mr. PATRICK J. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to honor Nancy 
Porter Morrill—the 2008 recipient the Bucks 
County Women’s History Month Award. Ms. 
Morrill is being recognized by the Bucks Coun-
ty Women’s Fund for her hard work and ex-
ceptional achievements in working to improve 
her community. 

Ms. Morrill has a long and distinguished ca-
reer of service to Bucks County. Committed to 
improving Bucks County. Ms. Morrill dedicated 
herself to working for various organizations, 
such as Community Development Advisory 
Council, Human Services Advisory Council 
and the Operations Review and Evaluations 
Committee. 

Ms. Morrill has also worked to improve the 
scholastic and cultural environment of Bucks 
County. She was an important member of 
both School Works! and the Pennsbury School 
District, working to advance the relationships 
between businesses, teachers, students, and 
parents. 

She has had an impact on the arts as well. 
She helped create the Arts and Cultural Coun-
cil of Bucks County and the Food and Wine 
Festival in Bucks County which she co-chaired 
for 5 years. Ms. Morrill was also an active 
member of the Pennsbury Arts Foundation 
and the Art Committee of the Phillips Mill 
Community Association. 

Of all Ms. Morrill’s outstanding achieve-
ments, her most important work has been 
done fighting for women’s rights in Bucks 
County. Over many years, Ms. Morrill worked 
tirelessly for the Planned Parenthood organi-
zation. She was head of the fundraising com-
mittee for the Planned Parenthood clinic in 
Doylestown and she went on to serve as the 
president of Bucks County Planned Parent-
hood organization. Also, Ms. Morrill was 
named the secretary of the board of the Fam-
ily Planning Association of S.E.PA, and helped 
to build the Bucks County Women’s Fund. 

As her outstanding resume shows, Nancy 
Morrill has pledged her life to helping those in 
her community. Through her tireless work, Ms. 
Morrill has changed Bucks County for the bet-
ter. Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
Ms. Morrill for her extraordinary accomplish-
ments and extremely honored to serve as her 
Congressman. 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Madam Speak-
er, I would like to commemorate the First 
Church of Christ, Congregational, located in 
Springfield, MA, commonly known as ‘‘Old 
First Church.’’ The congregation first estab-
lished on the banks of the Connecticut River 
in 1637, conducted its last service on Sunday, 
December 31, 2007. Its steeple bells tolled for 

the last time after the service was concluded 
and rang out over Court Square and down-
town Springfield in its entirety. Its closing 
should not go unreported. 

Old First Church was founded by settlers, 
including William Pynchon, who came to the 
banks of the Connecticut River from Roxbury, 
MA, in 1636. The settlers began worshiping in 
settlers’ homes in 1637 with the Reverend 
George Moon. The First Meeting House was 
built in 1637, the second in 1677, the third in 
1752 (during the ministry of the Reverend 
Robert Breck), and the fourth, and current, 
Meeting House was built in 1819. The dedica-
tion of the building took place on August 19, 
1819. Three thousand people, essentially the 
entire population of Springfield and the sur-
rounding area were in attendance. 

Old First Church is the ‘‘mother church’’ for 
15 ongregations throughout the Connecticut 
River valley and over 30 churches can trace 
their roots to Old First Church. Several of the 
churches were established for reasons of 
theological difference and sometimes because 
of differences relative to a particular pastor’s 
style and perspective. Among the active 
‘‘daughter’’ churches are: First Church of 
Christ, Congregational, Suffield, CT; Enfield 
Congregational Church, Enfield, CT; First Con-
gregational Church UCC, West Springfield, 
MA; Wilbraham United Church, Wilbraham, 
MA; First Congregational Church, Brimfield, 
MA; First Congregational Church UCC, Chic-
opee, MA, First Church in Ludlow UCC, Lud-
low, MA; The Thirds Congregational Society; 
South Congregational Church UCC in Spring-
field, MA; and First Church in Longmeadow, 
MA. The members of Old First Church hope 
that their legacy, which includes a commitment 
to social justice and to serving the people of 
Greater Springfield in countless ways, will con-
tinue through the members of those ‘‘daugh-
ter’’ congregations. 

The current Meeting House was designed 
and built by Captain Isaac Damon, with a 
steeple alter the manner of Christopher Wren. 
Captain Damon originally traveled to Western 
Massachusetts from Weymouth, MA, to work 
on the First Church of Christ in Northampton. 
Subsequently he worked on additional projects 
in the Northampton area and it was his work 
in that area that caused the members of Old 
First Church to seek him out. 

From its position atop the steeple of Old 
First Church, the Rooster weathervane (which 
was first placed on the third Meeting House in 
1768 and on the current Meeting House when 
fully constructed in 1819) has been a witness 
to Springfield’s rich and important New Eng-
land history including: George Washington 
passing by on June 30, 1775, to take charge 
of the defense in Boston; the travel of Henry 
Knox and his train of artillery on January 26, 
1776; the selection of Springfield as the site 
for the first United States Arsenal; General 
Burgoyne’s army after its defeat in Saratoga, 
New York in 1777; and the defense of the 
Springfield Armory from rebel forces lead by 
Daniel Shays in 1787. In more current times, 
it has gone on to witness community celebra-
tions and commemorations, demonstrations 
and festivals. It has remained steady and de-
voted to the City of Springfield and its citizens, 
just as the members of the Congregation of 
Old First Church have for hundreds of years. 

There are many events and activities of 
note which have taken place at Old First 
Church over the centuries, which include the 
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